[ Taken from the archives at the New England Air Museum ]
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I = = DISTINGUISHED UNIT CIT TION. - ~ as authorized by Executive Order 9396,
superseding Fxecutive Order 9075, and under the provisions of Section IV, Cireu-
lar No. 333, War Dopartment 1943, the following units of the XX Bomber Command are
cited for outstanding perfommance of duty in action agzainst the enemy:
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L62ND FOUB FOMCNT GROUP (VH), XX BOVEER COUND, is cited for outstanding
performance of duty in armeq confliect w»ith the snemy on 20 jugust 1944, The
group dispatched #8HHB-29 type airereft to its forward bases to be disposed in
two groupson D-Day as part of the XX Bomber Command mission., One=half of the
group carried out a speeial nipht attack following the all out XX Bomber Command
daylight precision attack., Fighter cpposition was successfully overcome on the
way to the target, Desnite a stezdy hail of intense and accurate flak concentra-
tions which accounted for demage to two aircraft which caused them to crash on
the return run to their forward bases, &nd despite contimucus enemy fighter at-
tacks employing suicide ranming tacties, the 462nd Group succeeded in destroying
the Imperial Iron znd Steel Yorks at Yawsta on the Jap mainland. In the accom-
plishment of its primary mission, six epemy aireraft wore damaged or destroyed.
The success of its part of the mission by the 462nd Bombardment Grovp was
especially outstarding in that the method of attack used eelled for the utmost
in daring and skill., Tue first deylight raid over the Japmnese home 1lslands
since the historiec raid of Tokyo in 'pril 1942 proved the real eifectiveness of
daylight precision bombing by BE-29's, The hazards of mechanical failure, fighter
oprosgition, flalk and barrase ballcons on the mission of over 3,000 miles were all
overcome by the valor and high professional ability of all members of the 462nd
Bonbardment Group and by their cournge, cooperative spirit and tireless energy,
the individuals of this Group have reflocted great cradit on themselves and the
Ixmy idr Forcas.
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By command of General [RNOLD:

L.URIS NCRSTAD,
Brigadier Generel, U, 5. Jfomy

OFFICIIN: Chief of Staff
e/ H. B, Howitt £ CERTIFIED THUE EXTRACT COPY
tf; Hi Ht EW‘LT = . I -~ _....- H
Lieuten:nt Colonel, 4:GuDs, : _ [",f“_{ C «}7 C-;......‘...
Mjutant Cenersl, SROH C. FLEMING, d

Captain, Air Corps.



